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 PEDv and PRRSv have been hogging most of the space in these monthly newsletters for over a 

year now. But often as not I’m presented with something abit different every week. Well, maybe not 

new and different ----- I’ve seen these cases often enough but they don’t get the same attention as the 

big bugs. 

 

Case One 

 I recently visited a finishing barn for a full CQA. As I was doing the paperwork the farmer 

commented that he recently had to pull more dead pigs out than usual and it was timely that I would be 

doing a barn check. 

 Walking through the pens it was easy to pick out thin pigs that had fallen behind their pen 

mates. They weren’t coughing. They looked abit stunned. Some had diarrhea. It wasn’t hard to find 

loose grey-green stools suggesting ileitis. And it was easy to find lighter tan color puddly manure too. 

This is often due to salmonella and would account for the mortality and the sick, stupid – looking, thin 

pigs. 

 My client reported that some of the dead pigs he had pulled out had burgundy colored noses 

and some had the same red-blue discoloration down between their front legs and along their belly. This 

is usually associated with septicemia (blood infection of either a bacteria or a virus) and supports a 

diagnosis of salmonella. 

 So, I collected some samples and sent them to the lab asking for culture and sensitivity testing, 

and for PCR testing for Ileitis and swine dysentery. We treated the water with a neomycin-tetracycline 

product for the supposed salmonella, and the feed with tylosine for the ileitis.  

 By the time the test came back positive for both salmonella and ileitis, the pigs were responding 

favorably to the treatment.  

 We have since changed the feed antibiotics in the first and second feeds to help the next batch 

of pigs deal with these challenges. Obviously, the rooms will be washed, disinfected and dried before 

new pigs arrive. 

 

Case Two 

 About 500 pigs had been weaned into a room with eight pens (about 65 pigs per pen). Two 

weeks after weaning several pigs were found dead on Saturday. More were dead on Sunday and 

Monday.



 

 Before going into the barn I necropsied several dead ones. All of them had pneumonia type 

lungs. One of them had too much fluid in the abdominal and thoracic cavities, and there was a small 

amount of fibrin. Looking at the live pigs in the barn it was easy to pick out slightly blue noses, some 

coughing, some panting, and some stiff gaited pigs. Some pigs were actually wobbly on their feet. These 

signs suggest Glasser’s Disease which is caused by a bacteria called Hemophilous parasuis (HPS). It 

usually responds well to Beta Lactam drugs like Amoxicillin, penicillin and ceftiofur. I recommended that 

all the pigs in the two pens that were having the most trouble be injected with Excede 100 (a long 

lasting ceftiofur); and that any clinically ill pigs in the other pens be injected and marked as well. I also 

recommended medicating the water for all of the pigs in this room and two adjacent rooms with an 

amoxicillin water soluble product. 

 Hemophilous parasuis is a common bacteria in pigs. Pretty well all pigs have it (sort of like E-coli 

or Strep suis) and deal with it just fine. But if there is stress of some sort (temperature fluctuations, 

compromised ventilation, etc.) it will take advantage of the situation and overwhelm the immune 

defenses of the pigs. It can be quite devastating. In this case the weaner room mortality will probably be 

about 8%. As you know, we like to see weaner room mortality at 2%, with maybe 2% more being culled. 

 The lab did not find any evidence of mycoplasma hyopneumoniae, or Swine Influenza Virus or 

PRRS. The tissues did grow Hemophilous parasuis. Nothing else. In this, the case is peculiar. Usually, 

when we find HPS, we also find Strep suis and/or Pasturella multocida, and/or Bordetella 

bronchiseptica, and/or Mycoplasma spp. In this case we only found HPS. And yes, it did respond to the 

treatment and subsequent groups of weaners have not been sick. 

 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

R.G. Reed 
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