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Each summer the provincial Somatic Cell Count in Ontario dramatically increases as a result of 

our hot, humid weather causing an increase in environmental mastitis cases. To combat this 

risk, we have developed prevention strategies such as vaccinating cows for coliform mastitis 

and giving Orbeseal at dry off to prevent environmental dry cow infections. Clinical mastitis in 

the first 30 days of lactation is attributed most often to bacteria infecting the udder during the 

dry period. 

The Fresh Start Program offered by Zoetis will pay for the expense of culturing clinical mastitis 

cases that occur during the first 30 days of lactation from cows that have received dry cow 

antibiotic (Novodry, Spectramast DC or CefaDri), Orbeseal and also have been vaccinated with 

Enviracor at dry off, 3 weeks pre-calving and in early lactation.  This prevention program 

dramatically reduces the number of cases during the first month after calving.  For mastitis 

cases that do occur, a culture will identify the causative bacteria and aid in developing a 

treatment program for your herd. To participate in this program contact our lab technician 

Rhonda at the Mitchell Vet Clinic 519-348-9711. 

The Animal Health Laboratory performs routine milk cultures on milk samples from cows with 

clinical mastitis or having a high SCC. When you bring milk samples into the Vet Clinic, they may 

be cultured in our clinic using the Petrifilm or sent to the Animal Health Lab (AHL). The AHL will 

provide more specific bacteria identification and drug sensitivity testing. Petrifilm cultures just 

confirm a bacteria as part of the gram positive or gram negative family, or as being Staph 

aureus.  

This summer the AHL is running a Summer Mastitis Project to help farmers identify and manage 

cows with high SCC and mastitis. The project will provide milk cultures at a reduced cost of 

$8.70 per sample when a minimum of 10 samples are submitted together. This is a $3 per 

sample savings.   Samples can be from cows with clinical mastitis, high SCC or fresh cows in the 

first 5 days after calving.  Samples can be submitted fresh or frozen.  Identifying whether 

bacteria are environmental or contagious and when in lactation the infections are happening, 

can help with prevention and treatment programs. Our goal is to have less cases of clinical 

mastitis to treat and lower bulk tank SCC during the summer months.  Talk to Rick or Phil if you 

are interested in submitting milk samples for culture under this program.

 


