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Reflections with the recent resurgence of PEDV in Ontario 

The swine industry had great success in controlling the spread of PEDv when it initially came to Ontario. 

We quickly located the initial route of virus spread, reasonably contained it, and eliminated it from just 

about all locations. This winter it seems to have reared its ugly head once more. Why? Have we become 

complacent with our biosecurity protocols? 

When we started to diagnose PEDv and handle contaminated materials we reviewed our protocols, 

implemented a routine testing strategy and have been happy that we never found the virus in the clinic 

until recently. When we found it in our lab I struggled with the concern that I had let the industry, my 

clients and my friends down. Faced with the decision on how to best protect our clients and patients we 

chose the only responsible course of action; to recall potentially exposed product and stop shipping 

product for two weeks. This decision was based on scientific data that the virus would survive at room 

temperature, in infected feces, for 1 week and at refrigeration temperature for 15 days. After 

disinfection of the clinic for two weeks and disinfection of all products and refrigeration systems 

multiple times and knowing that the potential exposure was not feces but samples associated the 

diagnosis we are 100 percent confident that anything originating from the clinic would be safe. Swabs 

submitted to the A.H.L. confirm that our lab is negative again. The virus was never detected in any other 

part of the clinic. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all clients for their patience and understanding and for the 

staffs concern and efforts to ensure all protocols were performed to the best of their abilities. Our 

ultimate goal was to ensure the best result for our clients and the industry.   

What has changed? 

PEDV provides us with an environmentally stable, easily detectable virus to evaluate all protocols 

moving forward.    

We have instituted multiple new protocols including: all samples are to be processed on farm with labels 

generated prior to visit, any suspect PEDV cases are processed off farm and sent directly to the lab, lab 

samples are to be processed in a low traffic area and  all currently in place disinfection protocols are to 



be re-enforced and re-emphasized. Routine biweekly testing for PEDV and PPRS virus to validate our 

procedure will now be instituted as standard operating procedures. 

All product shipped and dispensed will be packaged in a plastic bag inside the shipping container and we 

strongly encourage everyone to leave the shipping container outside of the barn and transfer incoming 

product into the barn with the plastic bag. This will help decrease the risk of container contamination 

during transit. I would also like to encourage all clients that attend the clinic in person to ask for 

assistance in putting their order together to ensure best practices.   

What are the take home messages moving forward? 

Biosecurity measures are important! From a successful business prospective, animal health trumps all 

other concerns and biosecurity measures provide us with the most cost effective intervention strategy 

we have.  

Take the time to re-evaluate your current biosecurity measures. Discuss them with your staff and review 

them during herd health consultations.  They are not an inconvenience or an extra cost; they are your 

inexpensive insurance policy. 

Implement a Danish entry system at the entrance to all facilities. Practice a traffic flow of high risk to low 

risk at all times. Sow barn to weaner barn to finisher barn, youngest to oldest. Train and re-emphasize 

how important the protocols are to everyone’s livelihood and most importantly demand clean trucks 

and review all transport protocols for live animals. 

There is no ultimate protection from disease exposure but we owe to all concerned to do the best we 

can. 

Thank you again to all for your consideration. 

Glenn   

 

 

 


