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As many of you already know, antibiotics are critical to maintain animal health and welfare in all 

livestock species. In order to maintain their effectiveness and reduce the development of 

resistance Health Canada has created new regulatory framework, some of which had already 

begun.  Below is a timeline of these changes and what to expect.  

 

 November 2017: Own Use Importation of veterinary drugs across the Canadian border 

has largely come to a stop. There are still a few drugs specified on List B (which can be 

found on the Government of Canada website) that can be imported; however, this 

consists mainly of cattle deworming and hormone products.  

 February 2018: Health Canada will no longer approve growth promotion as a label 

claim on medications.  

 May 2018: Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API’s) can no longer be used in “dose” 

form (the raw chemical without manufacturing or compounding into an acceptable form) 

or prescribed by the Veterinarian.  

 December 2018: All medically important antibiotics (MIA’s) must be sold through the 

veterinarian and with a prescription. This basically includes all antibiotics (penicillin, 

trimethoprim sulfa, tetracycline, tulathromycin, etc…).  

The December 2018 changes will likely have the biggest impact on most farms. This means that 

antibiotics cannot be purchased at feed stores or farm supply outlets. It is important to still have 

access to these antibiotics when needed, injectable and in water medication can be still purchased 

at the Veterinary Clinic with a prescription on file.  Prescriptions are needed to ensure that a 

specific animal or group of animals is being treated appropriately (with a specific drug) for an 

identified disease.  

 

Feed mills are still able to sell mixed feeds with antibiotics in them as of December 2018, but are 

no longer able to sell bags of medication for on farm mixing (unless a pharmacist or veterinarian 

is on staff). However; all feed medicated with MIA’s will now need a prescription on file. This is 

similar to what was done previously for off-label medication. For on farm mixing bags of 

medication will still be available at the vet clinic with a prescription.  

 

As with any change it is better to be proactive than reactive; therefore, this may be a good time to 

review you antibiotic protocols. When do you use which drug? Why do you use that drug? How 

well does the drug seem to be working? With the new regulations each use of a drug needs to be 



justified and sometimes the best way to be sure a drug is working is to submit samples to the lab. 

These samples can confirm if a particular bacterial strain is still susceptible to the drug and if not 

which antibiotics would be a better choice. With a thorough review we can target antibiotic 

therapy and use antibiotics only when absolutely necessary to both reduce resistance and cut 

costs.  

 

The new regulations involve some pretty big changes! But in doing this we can show the 

consumers that we are doing our part in reducing antibiotic resistance across all species and that 

we are all working together for One Health (humans, animals, and environment). If you have any 

questions please feel free to contact us.  

 

 

 

Have a good month, 

 

 

Rachel Poppe & Glenn Armstrong  

 



 


