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Mycoplasma instability in a finishing barn can be a nagging problem where pigs just aren’t 

doing as well as they should. You might see a death loss of slightly higher than you would like 

but the most common signs are a dry hacking cough, uneven pigs, and too many slab sided pigs 

that aren’t eating. Mycoplasma may be a problem on its own, or it may be part of the Porcine 

Respiratory Disease Complex which can include; PRRS, flu, Circovirus, Strep. suis, and pasturella. 

After all, once one virus infects the lungs it opens the door for other bacteria and viruses to join 

in.  

Although any barn can experience a Mycoplasma challenge it is more common in continuous 

flow barns. Mycoplasma is sensitive to disinfectant AND drying but it is easily spread nose – 

nose between pigs and can travel in the air for up to 2 km. So as long as there are other animals 

in the barn as a source of Mycoplasma it is difficult to get rid of.  

So how do you know if you have mycoplasma in your barn? Infected pigs have a typical pattern 

on their lungs; so just by getting a post mortem done we can have a strong suspicion for 

mycoplasma. However; to confirm we send pieces of lung to the lab in Guelph to test for the 

organism. We can also find it in live pigs by sending oral fluids or blood to Guelph for testing. 

When we send in samples we will test for the other pathogens in the Respiratory Disease 

Complex to get the whole picture of what we are dealing with.  

Once confirmed, control measures can be put into place. Vaccination is an excellent place to 

start. In a herd experiencing mycoplasma related problems 2 doses of the vaccine work better 

than one. It is very important that they are vaccinated BEFORE they are exposed, so roughly 2 

weeks before they are becoming mycoplasma positive. For the pigs in the barn a combination 

of antibiotics in the feed, and/or water as well as injectable antibiotics for visibly sick pigs will 

go a long way in controlling mycoplasma. The goal is to knock back the mycoplasma bug with 

antibiotics and to kill any secondary bacterial pathogens in the lung.  

Overall Mycoplasma hyopneumoniae  is a major pathogen of swine but it can certainly be 

controlled. Each farm is a bit different and if you have any questions please contact Glenn or 

myself.  

Have a good month, 

Rachel Poppe    

 


