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Our New Website 

 Please check out www.mitchellvets.ca. We are really proud of our new website. On it you can 

access our newsletters if you register. To do so call and get the access code from the receptionist. Then 

follow the easy online registration process. In other words, part of the website is log in required for our 

clients only. 

 Besides accessing our newsletters you can place orders and book appointments. Of course you 

can always just pick up the phone and call!  

There is also a blog. So far this has been maintained by Dr. Justine Rudniski and Melanie Vanden 

Hoven, R.V.T. and it is about dog and cat stuff. Glenn and I may start putting some pig stuff on it soon. 

Right now we have just loaded the 2013 swine newsletters. 

Crystal Pawitch is our website administrator. So if you have questions or problems logging in 

please call 519-348-9711 and ask for Crystal. 

Please check it out. It’s really cool! 

 

PEDV is in Ontario 

 This isn’t news for any of you. It has been in the news since Jan. 23rd. You should have received 

an email about it from us already. If you didn’t get it, it is one of the newsletters posted in the website. 

 I really do believe that each of you can keep this virus out of your barns by thinking about 

threats (ways for it to get in) and eliminating them. 

 For instance, if you have been to a hog assembly yard to deliver pigs then your trailer and truck 

represents a threat when you return home. Ideally, you would drive directly to your heated truck and 

trailer wash bay which would be located a healthy distance from the barn and would immediately wash 

and disinfect it. You probably should leave it in the warm garage for it to dry out too. Obviously, not too 

many of you have such facilities; so, at least park it away from the barn. On a mild day, wash and 

disinfect it away from the barn so that you aren’t walking through it on your way to the barn. 

 Install a real Danish entryway with bench, boots and hand sanitizer at each and every door in 

the barn that opens to the outside is a must. A bench, boots, and some sanitizer are real cheap. 

 A lot of you have asked about dead stock. Composting, and purchasing biovators are being 

considered at some farms. If using bins then you should consider how to approach the bin from the 

opposite side that the dead stock truck approaches. If this can’t be achieved then can you wash the 

tractor tires and bucket before driving back close to the barn?

http://www.mitchellvets.ca/


 

 If you load pigs into your bus or trailer and off load into your customers bus or trailer, do you 

wash the back of your trailer before backing up to your loading ramp again? Or could you build a chute 

for the pigs to move from your trailer to your customers so that you don’t have to get real close? 

 Lots of stuff to think about. 

 

What to do if you suspect PED 

 Call us 

 We really need to identify each and every location that breaks with PED 

 If you notice diarrhea that just doesn’t seem right (e.g. is not responding to your usual 

treatment protocols) in the growers, finishers, starters, breeding herd or nursing piglets then 

call. We have special swabs to culture their butts with and we have to send them special to the 

lab. They need to be submitted properly and if positive then a special investigation has to be 

done. So we need to be on the farm to assess and ask the right questions. 

 The lab does not want submissions of live scouring pigs right now! They also don’t want 

producers dropping samples off without proper instructions. So don’t take specimens to the lab 

without calling us first. Thanks. 

 If PEDV is confirmed it is not a type of disease that CFIA is going to get involved with and 

quarantine your farm, etc. We do need to report it to OMAF and you will be asked to cooperate 

with an investigation of where it may have come from and where it may have gone from your 

place (e.g. who’s vehicles have come and gone, etc.). And we will want to discuss various 

options you have that will help to contain it. So far the producers that have had it identified 

have all been very cooperative and appreciative of the help they have received. 

 

That’s all for now. 

Yours truly, 

 

RG Reed 

RR/cp 

 

 

 

 


