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               BOVISHIELD VACCINE ADDS EXTRA REPRO PROTECTION 

 

     Bovishield Gold FP 5L5 HB now comes with dark green on the yellow box to replace the blue. 

Why?  The vaccine has been updated to include protection for Leptospria Hardjo-bovis. 

     What is Lepto Hardjo-bovis (HB)? This bacteria infects cattle causing abortion, early 

embryonic death, infertility and repeat breeding.  Infection is not noticeable when it occurs as 

animals show no outwards signs.  Infection is from cattle ingesting Leptospira contaminated 

water or through the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose mouth or repro tract. The organism 

spreads immediately to the bloodstream and throughout the body. Lepto is spread in the urine 

and repro fluids.  Any contaminated water sources rapidly spread the bacteria. 

     Diagnosis is difficult as most infected animals don’t show clinical signs. Aggressive testing of 

the herd may show animals with Lepto titres or bacteria in the urine, but not always. There 

have been positive cases found here in southern Ontario. If Lepto HB is present on the farm the 

pregnancy loss can vary from sporadic cases of abortion to many cows loosing calves. 

     Bovishield Gold FP 5L5 HB now allows you to vaccinate for IBR and BVD which can cause 

abortion and repeat breeding, plus 5 strains of Lepto and the added protection of Lepto HB. 

Current vaccination programs with Bovishield are designed to vaccinate heifers 2 or 3 times 

prebreeding. Cows are vaccinated between 30 and 60 days fresh to allow them to develop 

maximum immunity before they are to be bred. When using Bovishield FP 5L5 HB for the first 

time in a cow, the Leptospira HB component should be boostered 4 to 6 weeks later. This can 

be done using the Spriovac (vaccine that is straight Lepto HB) or with the Bovishield FP 5L5 HB. 

To use Bovishield vaccine in pregnant cattle they need to have been vaccinated within the last 

12 months to avoid a risk of vaccine induced abortion which is very rare. 

     There are numerous causes of infertility and abortion on the dairy farm. While we can’t 

always control everything, a strong routine vaccination program goes a long was to minimize 

pregnancy loss from infectious disease caused by IBR, BVD, Leptospirosis and Leptospriosis 

hardjo-bovis.  If you would like us to review your current vaccination program with you please 

let us know. 
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