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Bovine Surveillance Project on Calf Health  

 

OMAFRA continues to provide funds for up to 2 calf post mortems (PM) and lab 

submissions per farm as part of their calf health surveillance project. The project is 

accepting calves that are under 6 months of age and have died of any cause; the calves 

can be from any type of operation including dairy, beef cow-calf, and veal. Some of the 

most common reasons for calf death include; diarrhea, pneumonia, and septicemia (toxins 

in the blood) which may be due to not enough colostrum, salmonella, or a naval infection 

that has failed to heal.  

 

Post mortems can be a valuable tool in any disease outbreak because it gives us an idea of 

what is going on inside of the calf in addition to what we can see outside on a live calf. 

For example: in a case of pneumonia a PM can tell us if we are dealing with a viral 

problem or a bacterial problem. If the pneumonia is caused by bacteria we can choose the 

best antibiotic based on lab tests and if it is caused by a virus we can choose a vaccine 

that will cover that particular virus. While in a diarrhea case in addition to looking for 

bacteria and viruses in the manure the lab can also look at the intestine under the 

microscope and identify anything else that might be going on.   

 

Specifically the project funds cover the PM (on farm or in the lab), bacterial culture of 

lungs and liver, as well as examination of as many organs as needed under the 

microscope. The only cost to the producer would be a call fee to the farm and any 

additional testing needed (such as bacterial culture of the intestines in a diarrhea case). In 

order to qualify for the funding a confidential survey does need to be filled out to provide 

OMAFRA with additional information about calf health across the province. However; it 

is well worth your time to gain valuable information to prevent future calf losses. If you 

are interested in doing a PM on your farm please contact Rick, Phil, or myself. 

 

 

Have a good month, 

 

 

 

Rachel Poppe  

 


