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Swine Newsletter 

March 1, 2017 

 

Better Health 
 

 At just about every farm visit or CQA appointment, I’m asked about the overall health of the 

Ontario swine herd; if disease problems are up or down; if Glenn and I are busy or not. 

 I reply that in my opinion the disease burden is down. We aren’t dealing with as many PRRS 

outbreaks/wrecks, although PRRS is still around and I think it is still the number one profit robber among 

disease in Ontario. Our practice has not had to deal with any new PED outbreaks. In fact, we have 

eliminated it from all the herds in our practice that encountered it. It is winter time so there are always 

respiratory issues in some weaner barns and finishing herds. Influenza has been bad for some of our 

clients. And everyone is struggling somewhat with mycotoxins in the corn. But overall, I think the pig 

health situation in Ontario over the past 10 years has slowly been improving. And I realize that there are 

some of you shaking your heads and saying, “well, not here; not on my farm!”. 

 But, if I’m right and the health of the Ontario herd is improving…..how come? I think that there 

are a few reasons: 

1. Fewer sows in Ontario. The herd is down about 30% from what it was 10 years ago. Some barns 

that had produced pigs for years and years are closed up. Some are gone! 

The finishing barns are all full but in general there is not the pig density that there was 

before. Therefore not as many pigs for the diseases to replicate in and spread from. 

2. Vaccinations. The circovirus vaccine made a huge impact. We all know that. And we are slowly 

moving towards chicken farmer mentality where we are simply going to vaccinate against 

everything we can rather than leaving our pigs vulnerable to some agents. 

3. More depop/repops have been done. This has eliminated certain diseases from some farms. 

Again, this means few bugs out there to be transmitted from one farm to another. 

4. Better Biosecurity. This has been the outcome of so many outbreaks of PRRS, Circovirus, PED, 

APP, etc. A lot of farmers have just had enough and have opted to implement much better 

biosecurity protocols than before.  Entry ways are better, more care is taken when introducing 

genetics, and more herds are closed. 

5. Better, cleaner trucking. A lot of wash bays have been built. It is now industry standard that 

trucks show up empty, washed and disinfected. Some of you don’t allow transport trucks into 

the barn yard and load from your vehicle to another somewhere else.



6. Better dead stock management. There was a time when dead stock trucks came right into the 

barn yards to pick up carcasses. Then we went through a phase when a lot of dead pigs were 

buried (more or less) back at the bush, or maybe were composted. Mind you, there is nothing 

wrong with composting if done properly. But all too often there just wasn’t enough cover over 

the bodies. At any rate, I think the dead stock bins and better placement of them has been a big 

step forward. 

7. Better barns. Better environment. Better controls. Better genetics; better nutrition; better 

everything for the pig. 

8. We are doing a better job controlling PRRS. It has taken us along time and we still have a long 

way to go. We now know how we can eliminate it if that is the goal. More importantly, we’ve 

learned how to control it much better than in the past. I see some of the ideas we had before 

coming around again but being more refined. No one strategy fits all, so there will be on going 

individual farm plans. And our plans will continue to evolve. 

 

Summary 

 No doubt there are items that I’ve overlooked. Please let me know if you think of something 

that I haven’t covered. 

 Of course there are lots of challenges. Seneca virus is a new foreign disease that we are on the 

lookout for. As mentioned, mycotoxins (feed issues) and swine influenza is giving us grief and all the old 

regulars are still out there (although maybe not as prevalent) so Glenn and I aren’t out of work yet. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Reg 

RR/cp 

 

         


