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Autumn Issues 
 
Dear Pork Producer, 

 As I sit here writing this letter, I am well aware that this has been a frustrating season for you. 

Hopefully, November is better this year, but I see that they are forecasting snow for Friday night! Yikes! 

 Anyway, even though it has been hard to get all of the field and outdoor work done this fall 

please lets not overlook what you need to consider for the pigs at this time of year.  

 

Biosecurity! 

 The whole pork industry in Ontario has done a great job stopping the spread of PED this 

summer. Of course, we have had summer weather on our side. I doubt if we have actually totally 

eliminated PED from all of the barns. And now we are entering colder months during which we will 

really see how successful we have been. It is a good time of year to consider your pig barns biosecurity 

risks, where are the weak links in your program? Can you improve upon your current efforts? 

 

Increase Rodenticide Baiting 

 I advocate hanging a calendar on the wall, beside where you store the rat and mouse poison. 

Write your name on the days that you bait. Aim to bait the traps once a month, weather permitting, for 

most of the year. But right now I suggest baiting twice a month. This is the season when outdoor mice & 

rats are trying to move indoors. 

 

Increase Feed for Dry Sows 

 We try to maximize lactation sow feed intake all year long. But, as you are well aware, I’m 

always recommending decreasing the dry sow feed in the spring and increasing it in the fall. Every year, I 

am called to one or two sow herds during November or December that experience several abortions 

that is not due to infectious disease like PRRS or Leptospirosis. We end up calling it “Fall Abortion 

Syndrome”, and we stop it by increasing the feed to the gestating sows. A thumb rule is that the sows 

should be getting 0.6 kg of feed more by December then they were receiving mid-summer.



 

 

Fall Pneumonia Challenges 

 Consider your barns inlets, fans, heat system, controls, etc. Don’t forget to make seasonal 

adjustments. 

 

Seasonal changes to your herds health program. 

 Some herds blitz vaccinate against PRRS or Influenza before winter. Often we change feed 

antibiotics. There is no blanket strategy where one program fits all. Only make changes after consulting 

with your veterinarian. 

 

New Feed 

 What is the quality of your new corn? 

1. Have you checked the corn in the field, are there any signs of mold? 

2. Have you checked your storage bins for leaks, buildup of material, plugged aeration, 

etc.? Anywhere that oxygen or moisture can get in can contribute to further toxin 

development after harvest. 

3. Are the cleaners at the drying facility working well? 

4. Will you collect some samples during harvest for testing? Target more heavily 

contaminated fields to grow finisher pigs. Keep the best corn for sows and piglets. Is this 

feasible? 

 

No doubt there are a lot of other considerations and jobs that need attention. I hope the weather agrees 

with us and that we can all get a lot done during the next month. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Reg Reed 

RR/cp 

 

 

 

 

 


