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All About Needles 
 

 

Dear Pork Producer, 

 We often are guilty of taking common familiar things for granted. As a veterinarian I 

often overlook the importance about including recommendations for the type and length of 

needle to use on animals when I’m prescribing a certain medicine. Any farmer that took one of 

the livestock medicine courses will remember a section of proper needles, syringes, volumes, 

etc. But those courses were a long time ago and a lot of new people are working in the barns 

now. 

 The CQA program requires pork producers to only use highly detectable needles, as 

opposed to the older style aluminum needles. I always recommend a 5/8th inch 18 gauge 

needle for vaccinating three week old piglets and ¾ inch 18 gauge needles for the booster 

inoculation two to three weeks later. We now have a D3 & HDN 5/8th inch needles available. 

Seriously, needle length does matter. I have been involved with some vaccine failures and they 

often involve having administered the vaccines with short needles. (i.e. 0.5 inch needles for 

piglet myco/circo vaccination). 

Needle gauge and length recommended for pigs of different sizes. 

 
Size of animal 

Needles for IM Injection 

       Length*                 Gauge** 
Needles for SQ Injection 

             Length*                         Gauge**            

Over 250 lb. 1 -1 1/2 inch 16-18 ¾-1 inch 16-20 

60-250 lb. 1 -1 1/2 inch 16-18 ¾-1 inch 18-20 

10-60 lb. ¾ - 1 inch 18-20 ½ - ¾ inch 18-20 

Under 10 lb. ½ - 5/8 inch 18-20 ½ inch 20 

 

* Appropriate needle length does not guarantee the site of injection. The angle at which the 

needle is inserted is important. 

** Gauge of needle depends partly on the volume of drug given and its consistency. For watery 

substances like oxytocin, smaller needles can be used. For thick material such as penicillin 

(especially cold from the refrigerator), a larger gauge will be needed.



 

Care and cleaning of needles and syringes 

 Wash with soap and water (preferably warm water) 

 Rinse with clean water (cold, warm, or hot) 

 Let dry  

 Store in a clean dry cupboard (i.e. treat them like your cutlery) 

 

Note:  

 D3 needles are all stainless steel they last a long time 

 HDN needles have steel shafts and aluminum hubs. 

 Monoject needles have aluminum shafts and either aluminum or plastic hubs. 

 

 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

R.G. Reed 

RR/cp 


