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Controlling Hog Farm Pests 
 

 

Dear Pork Producer, 

 The winter of 2013-14 has been long and miserable. We are all looking forward to warmer 

weather. Recently, there has been a rush to have biosecurity risk assessments done. This has been done 

out of concern about the PEDV outbreak and for application for the Growing – Forward 2 biosecurity 

project funds. 

 These conversations often centered around improved biosecurity related to people (proper 

Danish entry ways), transportation (loading chutes, transfer chutes, truck wash bays), dead stock 

(biovators, relocation of bins and laneway designs) and hot water pressure washers. One item often 

pushed to the side but very important none the less is animal, rodent and fly control. 

 Winter is a good time to focus on baiting for rodents; but spring is a great time to really 

implement an improved program because it is a good time to clean up all around your buildings and to 

get ready for growth of weeds and grass around the barn. 

 

What should you be doing to better control animals, rodents and flies? 

 If you let cats and dogs in and out of the barn then you really have no biosecurity to start with. If 

you truly are concerned about biosecurity then the cats go and the farm dog does not go into 

the barn. 

 Clean up any debris around the outside of the barn. 

 Put down gravel, at least three feet out from the wall of the barn. 

 Spray this gravel strip three or four times during the summer with Roundup to prevent anything 

from growing. 

 Cut the grass another 20 or more feet out from the barn wall regularly. 

 Put down bait stations every 40 feet around the barn. 

 Bait stations need to be strategically located inside the barn as well. 

 Keep your bait somewhere handy and hang a calendar up close by. 

 Bait about the same time every month and initial on the calendar that you completed the job. 

You might want to bait two times a month during September, October, and November.



 

 Make the barn as rodent proof as possible.  

 Change the type of bait (the chemicals) frequently. 

 Flies require warm temperatures and moist organic matter to reproduce. So the focus should be 

on removing waste. This includes manure and spilled feed. Feed is often overlooked as a source 

of a fly problem because it is thought to be too dry to decompose. But matter only needs a 50% 

moisture content to support fly reproduction. Feed can easily take on that much moisture. 

 Insecticides should be viewed as a supplement to sanitation and management measures aimed 

at preventing fly reproduction. There are many products available that are effective against the 

common fly. The important thing is to match the product to the situation and to rotate the 

chemical used every two or three weeks. 

 A knockdown spray may be needed to get a large fly population under control. These products 

are applied with a mist blower or fogger. The droplets kill flies on contact. 

 Another type of product that can effectively control fly populations is a residual spray. These 

insecticides are applied to walls, ceilings and rafters – places where flies are likely to rest. The 

surface absorbs a lethal amount of insecticide, controlling the population for seven to 10 days. 

 Baits can be effective in rooms that do not have serious fly problems, but be sure to keep 

insecticide off the floor and away from pigs. A plastic milk jug with a hole cut in the top can be 

used as a baited trap for flies.  

 The most effective method of chemical fly control is usually a combination of two or more 

products. Record the dates and locations sprays are used to learn which one works best. Even if 

a product is doing a good job, entomologists recommend changing insecticides every few weeks 

so the fly population does not become resistant. 

 Animal, rodent, and fly control may seem obvious but I see it overlooked at a lot of otherwise 

well run facilities. This part of biosecurity is not glamorous and usually doesn’t get much 

attention. Having an effective program does cost a bit of money. A bigger factor is probably that 

it requires some elbow grease i.e. attention on a regular (monthly) basis. 

  

 We can spend a lot of money on biosecurity projects but overlook obvious and relatively cheap 

innovations that can make a big improvement. Don’t let that happen at your place. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

RG Reed 


